Involvement of the ventrolateral medulla in the mediation of pressor responses of the rat to afferent vagal stimulation.
Electrical stimulation of afferent vagal fibres evoked a pressor response in rats after transection of the spinal cord. The pressor response was accounted for by an increased release of vasopressin because it was abolished by the intravenous injection of a vasopressin antagonist. Bilateral electrolytic lesions at the sites of the caudal ventrolateral medulla markedly reduced the pressor response to afferent vagal stimulation but not that to carotid occlusion. It is concluded that the area of the caudal ventrolateral medulla is involved in mediation of the vasopressin-induced pressor response to afferent vagal stimulation.